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officials from a minor commissary I knew and fixed it in my
button-hole. When I reached the 'New Town Hall9,1 mingled
freely with the members of 'The Soviet of the Five Hundred'
who were standing around in the entrance hall.
I had hoped to slip unnoticed into the conference-room
before the meeting opened; but in this I had been over-
optimistic, for two officials were already standing on guard
at the only door, checking everybody who entered.
I decided to try bluff. Hurrying up to one of them, with a
great show of impatience, I asked, ' Is Comrade Sarosi here
yet? Or Comrade Hellei? (Both these names were fictitious.)
Not yet? All right, I'll be back in a few minutes, comrades.'
I went in apparent haste to the main entrance, pretended
to be looking for somebody, then hurried back to the two
men on guard at the door. Endeavouring to wear an expres-
sion indicative both of cordiality and of impatience, I
exclaimed, elt really is too bad! Whenever one's in a hurry,
they're nowhere to be found!' Then I turned to a man who
was already standing inside the conference-room, *I say,
comrade, do you know Comrade Sarosi? You don't? What's
that? You think he may be inside already? Let's hope so!'
And with that, I slipped in myself, and mingled with all the
people who were standing around in groups, engaged in eager
discussion.
My somewhat primitive bluff had come off, chiefly owing
to the crowd and confusion and the general excitement caused
by the secret meeting, and probably also to a certain extent
because I contrived to give the impression that I was one of
the officials.
The man who discovered the great truth that discretion
is the better part of valour was, however, an old sage; I was
twenty-five. The consequences of this difference in age soon
became painfully apparent. I had not reconnoitred the con-
ference hall beforehand, and when the bell rang and the five
hundred members of the Soviet, who had turned up in full
force, took their seats, and the members of the government,